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THURSDAY, anuary the 23d, 1755. 





Hoc eff Romd decedere? Quos ego homines effugi, cum 
in hos incidi? : Cicero ad ATTICUM- 


wey HAV E generally obferved when 
SaasX, a man is talking of his country- 
28 houfe, that the firft queftion ufually 

y: ‘ afked‘him, is, ‘‘ Are you in a good 

yy « neighbourhood f” From the fre- 
quency of this enquiry one would 


be apt to imagine that the principal happinefs of a coun- 
try life was generally underftood ‘to refult from’ the 


neighbourhéed : yet whoever attends to the anfwer 
commonly made to this queftion, will be of a contrary 
opinion. Afk it of a lady, and you will be fure to: 
hear her exclaim, “ ‘Thank God! we’ have no neigh- 
&«. hours!” which may férve to convifice you that you 
have paid your court very ill, in fappofing that a woman 
ef fathion can endute the infipid’converfation of a coun- 
fry neighbourhood. “The man of fortune confiders e- 
‘ et} 4 © i very 
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very inferior neighbour:as.an: intruder on his port, and 
quarrels with him for killing that game, with which 
his very fervants are cloyed. If his neighbour be an 
equal, he is of confequence more averfe to him, as be- 
ing in perpetual conteft with him as arival. His fenfe 
of a fuperiour may be learnt from thofe repeated adver- 
tifements, which everybody muft have obferved in the 
public papers, recommending a houfe upon fale for be- 
ing ten miles diftant from a lord. The humourift hides 
himfelf from his neighbour; the man of arrogance de- 
{pifes him-; the modeft man is afraid of him; and the 
penurious confiders a length of uninhabited fen as the 
beft fecurity for his beef and ale. 

Ir we trace this fpirit to it’s fource, we fhall find 
it, in general, to proceed partly from pride and envy,- 
end partly from the -high opinion that men are 
apt to entertain of their own little clans or focieties, 
which the living in large cities tends greatly to 
encreafe, and which is always accompanied with a con- 
tempt for thofe who happen to be ftrangers to fuch fo- 
cieties, and confequently, a general prejudice againft the 
UNKNowN. The truth of the matter is, that perfons 
UNKNOWN are, for that very reafon, perfons. that we 
have no defire to. KNow. 

A MAN of a fociable difpofition, upon coming into 
an‘ina, enquires of the land'ord what company he has 
in the houfe: the landlord tells him, “ there.is a fel- 
«< low of a college, a lieutenant of a man, of war, a 
«< lawyer, a merchant,’and the captain: in quarters ;” 
to which he never fails to add, “ and I dare. fay, fir, 
“«¢ that any of them will be very glad of your company ;” 
knowing that men drink more together than when alone. 
«« Have you nobody elfe?’ fays the gueft fullenly. 
«© We have nobody elfe, fir.” ‘* Then get,me my 
«« fupper as faft as you can, and I'll go to bed.” The 

| fame 
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fame behaviour is practifed by each of thefe- gentlemen 
in his turn ; and for no other reafon, than that. none of 
the compary happen to be. either of his profeffion or 
acquaintance. 

_ Bur if we look with the leaft degree of wonder at 
the manner in which the greateft part of mankind be- 
have to ftrangers, it fhould aftoni{h us to fee how they 
treat thofe whom they are intimately acquainted: with, 
and whom they rank under the facred titles of neigh- 
bours and friends, Yet fuch is the malignity of human 
nature, that the {malleft foible, the moft venial inad- 
vertency; or the flighteft infirmity, fhall generally oc- 
cafion contempt, hatred or ridicule in thofe very perfons 
who ought to be the foremoft to conceal or palliate fuch 
failings. Death, accident, robbery and ruin, inftead 
of exciting compaflion, are only confidered as. the great 
fources of amufement to a neighbourhood, Does any 
difgrace befal a family ? The tongues and pens of all their 
acquaintance are inftantly employed to difperfe it through 
the kingdom. Nor is their alacrity in divulging the 
misfortunes of a neighbour at all more remarkable than 
their humanity in accounting for them, They are fure 
to afcribe every trivial evil to his folly, and every great 
one to his vices. But thefe are flight inftances of ma- 
levolence ; your true neighbour’s fpleen is never effec= 
tually roufed but by profperity. An unexpected fuccef- 
fion toa large fortune; the difcovery of a mine upon 
your eftate ; a prize in the lottery ; but moft of all, a 
fortunate marriage, fhall employ the malice and inven- 
tion of a neighbourhood for years together. 

Envy is ingenious, and will fometimes find out the 
prettieft conceits imaginable to ferve her purpofes: yet 
it is obfervable that the delights chiefly in contradiction, 
If you excel in any of the elegant arts, fhe pronounces 


at 
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at once that you have no tafte; if in wit, you are dull; 
if you live in apparent harmony with your wife and fa- 
mily, fhe is fure you are unhappy; if in affluence or 
{fplendor, fhe knows that you are a beggar. It mutt 
indeed be confeffed that envy does meet with great pro- 
vocations ; and there are people in the world who take 
extraordinary pains to appear much more happy, rich, 
virtuous and confiderable than they really are: but on 
the other hand, were they to take equal care to avoid 
fuch appearances, they would not be able abfolutely to 
efcape her rancour. 

I was entertained laft fummer by a friend in the coun- 
try, who feemed to have formed very juft ideas of a 
neighbourhood. This gentleman had a confiderable 
eftate left him, which he had little reafon to expe@ ; 
and having no particular paffion to gratify, it was indif- 
ferent to him how he difpofed of this large addition to 
his income. He had no defire of popularity, but had a 
very great diflike to an ill name ; which made him al- 
together as anxious to fcreen himfelf from detraction, ‘as 
others are to acquire applaufe. Some weeks paffed 
away in that common dilemma into which an encreafe 
of fortune throws every thinking man, who knows that 
by hoarding up he muft become the averfion, and by 
fquandering, the contempt of all his neighbours. But 
difliking the appearance of parfimony more than extra- 
vagance, he propofed laying outa confiderable fum all 
at once upon rebuilding his houfe: but that defign was 
foon over-ruled by the confideration that it would be 
faid he had deftroyed a very convenient manfion, for the 
fake of erecting a fhowy outfide. He next determined 
to new-model his gardens, from an opinion that he 
fhould oblige all forts of people by affording bread to the 
induftrious, and pleafant walks to the idle: but recol- 


lecting 
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le@ting that'in:the:natural- beauties’ of his grounds he bad 
gteat advantages over the old gardens of his neighbours, 
and from:thence knowing that he muft'become the ob- . 
_je&t of their fpleen and. abufe, he laid “afide alfo that in- 
-vidious defign. In the fame manner he was.obliged’ to 
reject every:propofal of expence, that might in any way 
be confidered..as a monument of fuperiority.: therefore, 
to avoid the other cenfure of penurioufnefs, he refolved 
at. laft to.procure. the beft .cook that,.could. be had for 
-money.... From that time:he has taken no thought but 
to equip himfelf and his. attendants in the plaineft man- 
ner, keeping religioufly to the fole expence of a conftant 
_good.table, and avoiding in that, as well .as in every 
thing elfe, whatever has the leaft appearance of oftenta- 
tion.: Thus-has he made himfelf inoffenfively remark- 
able, and, what was the great point of his life, efcaped 
- detrattion ; excepting only that a certain dignified widow, 
who had been originally houfekeeper to her late hufband, 
takes occafion, frequently to declare, fhe does not care 
to dine with him, becaufe the difhes.are fo ill ferved-up, 
and fo taftelefs that the can never make a dinner. 

_I xnow-not how to clofe this fubje@ more proper- 
ly, than by fketching out,the characters of what are ge- 
nerally called Goop and BAD NEIGHBOURS. 

. A GOOD;NEIGHBOUR is one, who having no attention 
to the affairs of his own family, nor any allotment for his 
-time, is ready to difpofe of it to any of his acquaintance 
‘who defire him to hunt, fhoot, dance, drink or play at 
cards with them: who thinks the civilities he receives in 
one houfe ne reftriction: upon his tongue in another, where 
the makes himfelf welcome by expofing the foibles or 
misfortunes. of thofe he laft vifited, and lives in a conftant 


aound of ees and leffening one family to another. 
st A 
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A BAD NeTtGHuBoUR is: he whoretires: inta'the! coun> 

try froin Having been fatigued with bufiness;. of tired: 
with? efowds;- who! from a punilio in go0d-breeding,. 
. does nUtithew Hinsfelf forward in’ accepting the: vifits of 
alPabout! kimy ‘confcious‘of his love of quiet, amd-fear. 
ing 1eft'He' thould: ‘be'thought tardy in: his returnsof civi» - 
lity: PRS defite of Being alone with his: family procures: 
j hit ‘the’ cHaraéter of referved and'thorofe; and! hiscans. 
, did erideavours: to’ ‘explain away: the malidious turn of a” 
tale, that’ of contradictory and‘difagréeable.’ Thus-vindil': 
catirig every of BeHind his back, and’ cbtifequently’ 
1 offenditig every dhelto’his'fate, He’ fubjecte hiiifelfto the’ 
petfonal diflike of all; “without ee one! friend to-de- 
fend him. ! 
Ti after this’ it belatked, whiat'are the dutieg dB acigh 
bourhodd? Tatifwerin the words of’ Mr Addifon, it: 
\ that incomparable éflay of his on tHe employment of” 
| time. “ To advife the ignorant; relieve‘ the ‘needy; 
«© comfort the affliéed, are duties that fall’ in our way’ 
« almoft every day of our lives. A> man has’ frequent’ 
, i. opportunities of mitigating the fiercenefs of a party's” 
“ ‘of doing jufticé to the charaéter of a deferving’ man ; 
“of foftening the envious, quieting the angry, and'‘re@ti- 
* fying the prejudiced ; which are all‘ of them employ 
« ments fuited to a reafonable nature, and bring great 
** fatisfaction to the perfon who can gc himifelf in 
« © them with difcretion.” 

JT nave always confidered the Siidey efi Spectator,” 
from whence the foregoing paflagéis taken,’ as the moft’ 
valuable leffon of that eminent moralift ; becaufe 4 due’ 
obfervance of the. excellent plan of life which he has 
there, delineated, cannot fail to make” men | HAPPY and’ 


GOOD NEIGHBOURS. 
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